
CHRISTMAS	1865
In the first Christmas of peace, Harper’s Weekly printed 
a poem called By the Christmas Hearth that captured 
the simple power of this old yet newfound holiday for 
the men who had given much; men who had learned to 
have faith in themselves and goodwill toward their 
foes. Soldiers, their families and communities were 
ready to reunite and again embrace Victorian Christmas 
customs. 

We keep our Christmas so unlike
The Christmas of a year ago, 

When in the camp at earliest dawn
The grimy-throated cannon woke 

Our slumbers . . . 

Ah, then the smoke of battle hung
Its sulphrous cloud our land alone,
And bitter feud and hatred filled

Brave hearts that should have warmed with Love . . . 

Bring holly, rich with berries red, 
And bring the sacred mistletoe; 

Fill high each glass, and let hearts 
With kindliest feelings flow; 

So sweet it seems at home once more 
To sit with those we hold most dear, 

And keep absence once again 
To keep the Merry Christmas here.

~Harpers Weekly, Christmas Edition, 
1865: unknown author
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Aquarius

Aquarius	offers	 fun	 shopping	 for	 you	 and	 special	 gifts	 for	 your	 friends.	Truly	 a	
New	 Age	 store	 with	 a	 huge	 inventory	 of	 crystals,	 incense,	 candles,	 tarot,	 and	
natural	 ;iber	clothes.	This	 is	 the	place	to	shop	and	get	your	Tarot	cards	read	or	
talk	with	a	psychic.	 	The	staff	 is	wonderful,	 energy	abounds,	and	 the	store	will	
leave	 a	 strong	 impression	 on	 you!	 	When	 you	 go	 to	 this	 exciting	 venue,	 allow	
plenty	 of	 time	 to	 explore	 and	 shop.	 	 You	won’t	 be	 disappointed	with	 all	 of	 the	
special	treasures	you	will	discover.

3936	Broadway,	Kansas	City,	MO	64111		816-931-6303

	Harpo’s

Kansas	City	Harpo’s	has	been	serving	the	coldest	beer	in	Kansas	City	since	1991.	
The	game	 is	always	on,	 the	bar	 is	always	stocked	and	 the	 food	 is	awesome.	 It's	
been	 that	 way	 since	 they	 opened	 the	 doors	 in	 the	 heart	 of	 iconic	 Westport.	
Harpo’s	 restaurant	 in	 an	 historic	 building	 and	 enormous	 patio	 ensures	 it’s	 the	
perfect	spot	 to	catch	up	with	old	and	new	 friends,	 sample	special	drinks,	enjoy	
yummy	appetizers	 and	burgers.	 	Don’t	 forget	 that	 you	 can	watch	 your	 favorite	
sporting	 event	on	 the	big	 screen.	 	 “Harpo’s	 sets	 the	 standard;	 ahhh,	 it	 is	 super	
cool.”

4109	Pennsylvania	Avenue,	Kansas	City,	MO			816-753-3434

Kansas	City	Public	Library

Founded	 in	December	of	1873,	 the	Kansas	City	Public	Library	 is	 the	oldest	and	
third	largest	public	library	system	in	metropolitan	Kansas	City.		The	library	offers	
something	 for	 everyone:	 thousands	 of	 books,	 eBooks,	 audio	 books,	 exhibits,	
educational	programs,	lectures	and	more.	 	The	special	collections,	located	in	the	
Central	Library’s	Missouri	Valley	Room,	houses	a	collection	of	Kansas	City	 local	
history,	 including	 original	 and	 published	 materials,	 maps,	 post	 cards,	 new	
articles,	 &	 photographs	 documenting	 the	 community’s	 earliest	 history.	 	 Meet	
friends	 to	 browse	 the	 stacks	 and	 discuss	 a	 book	 over	 coffee.	 	 The	Kansas	 City	
Public	Library	is	truly	an	asset	to	the	community!

14	West	10cd	Street,	Kansas	City,	MO			816-701-3400

McCoy’s

McCoy’s	 is	 Kansas	 City's	 oldest	 brewpub	 specializing	 in	 hand	 crafted	 ales	 and	
lagers	 in	an	old-style	American	pub	with	a	CHEERS	like	atmosphere.	 	For	more	
than	20	years,	McCoy’s	has	maintained	a	tradition	of	award	winning	craft	beers,	
delicious	 comfort	 food,	 and	Westport	 and	Kansas	 City’s	 favorite	 outdoor	 patio.		
The	service	 is	warm	and	 friendly	and	the	menu	offers	great	made	 from	scratch	
American	 cuisine	 including	 delicious	 mac	 and	 cheese	 and	 decedent	 bread	
pudding.	 	 “This	 is	a	happening	place	 in	Westport	and	well	worth	your	time,”	so	
stop	 in	 for	 a	 fun	happy	hour,	 and	 treat	 your	 friends	 and	 family	 to	 an	 awesome	
Sunday	Brunch.		

4057	Pennsylvania	Avenue			816-960-0866								

Pryde’s	Old	Westport

Known	world-wide	as	the	Hardware	Store	for	Cooks,	for	nearly	50	years,	Pryde’s	
has	been	celebrating	the	joy	of	cooking	and	entertaining	with	an	array	of	cutting-
edge	 culinary	 tools.	 This	 landmark	 store	 is	 an	 essential	 place	 for	 couples	 to	
register	 for	 wedding	 gifts,	 and	 is	 home	 to	 the	 largest	 selection	 of	 Fiesta	
dinnerware	in	the	Midwest.		You	can	hunt	for	a	special	treasure;	linger	over	a	cup	
of	coffee	with	the	friendly	staff;	and	enjoy	the	aroma	of	fresh	pies	from	the	bake	
shop.	 	Chat	with	owner	Louise	Meyers	and	you	will	gain	a	new	appreciation	for	
cooking	.	Pryde’s	is	the	most	AMAZING	kitchen	store	in	the	world.							

115	Westport	Road		816-531-5588

	
	Kelly’s	Westport	Inn
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 Visit Our 
Business Partners:

Business	Partner	Spotlight



Business	Partner	Spotlight	(cont'd)

S.P.O.O.K.S.	(Supernatural	Paranormal	Organization	of	KS}

The	curiosity	of	the	unknown	is	why	we	love	to	investigate.	When	the	mind	
is	open,	we	notice	more	abnormal	and	amazing	things	that	happen	in	our	
daily	lives.	Instead	of	seeing	black	and	white,	there	is	a	broader	spectrum.	
Our	team	is	here	to	gather	more	information	on	the	paranormal	aspect	of	
our	 world.	Anything	 that	 is	 haunting,	 paranormal,	 strange,	 weird,	
unclassi;ied,	 or	 said	 to	 not	 exist,	 we	 investigate.	 There	 are	 so	 many	
unearthed	 wonders	 in	 the	 world	 and	 our	 team	 is	 here	 to	 help	 you	
investigate.	 	 “During	our	 class	 and	 investigation	 at	 the	Harris	House,	 the	
S.P.O.O.K.S	 investigators	helped	us	 learn	about	 the	equipment	and	how	to	
successfully	investigate	a	spirited	venue.	They	are	a	super	dynamic	group.”	

	https://www.spooksinvestigations.com

Kansas	City	Athenaeum

The	members	 of	 the	 Athenaeum	 come	 together	 to	 bene;icially	 in;luence	
Kansas	 City	 culture	 through	 education,	 historic	 preservation,	 friendship	
and	 philanthropy.	 Founded	 in	 1894,	 the	 Athenaeum	 has	 advocated	 for	
social	issues	such	as	electricity,	women’s	rights,	and	prohibition.	Founding	
members	were	responsible	for	the	creation	of	Parent	Teacher	Associations	
and	 required	 kindergarten.	 	 The	 Athenaeum	 members	 were	 also	
responsible	 for	 putting	 street	 signs	 on	 every	 corner	 in	 Kansas	 City.	 	 In	
addition,	 each	 year	 the	 organization	 gives	 monetary	 grants	 and	
scholarships	 to	 deserving	 groups	 and	women.	However,	 the	main	 goal	 of	
the	 Athenaeum	 has	 always	 been	 to	 educate	 women.	 They	 continue	 this	
tradition	by	hosting	speakers	and	 lectures	on	topics	of	 interest	 in	 today’s	
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STIR-UP	SUNDAY

A very busy Sunday when various smells issue from the kitchen: 
savory smells of boiled, baked and roasted meats; sweet delicious 
smells of warm pastries, and steaming cakes.  Pie crusts are rolled out; 
meats are chopped; eggs are beaten; spices are ground; and fruit and 
vegetables are peeled and stewed.  
Stir-up Sunday is a tradition that harks back to Victorian times, when 
the family would gather together to stir the Christmas pudding five 
weeks before Christmas. The opening words of the Book Of Common 
Prayer, read on this Sunday before Advent, are ‘Stir up, we beseech 
thee, O Lord’, so the tradition stands that this is the day to get stirring!  

Christmas is approaching, and that means 
one thing: Stir-up Sunday!   It is the last 
Sunday before Advent, so put on your 
apron and gather family and friends to 
make a Christmas pudding and prepare 
food for the Christmas season.  



 

 The library at the 1855 Harris-
Ke a r n e y H o u s e M u s e u m 
contains many books and files 
which may be used as reference 
material for those seeking 
information on early Westport, 
the Town of  Kansas, and many 
of  the residents who lived and 
worked in early Kansas and 
Missouri.  If  you would like to 
do research using our sources, 
please call the museum staff  to 
make an appointment:
816-561-1821. 
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Historical Resource 
Library

If  someone you know is not a 
member, please consider a 
membership in the Westport 
Historical Society for that 
special gift!  

Memberships are $15.00 for 
students, $35.00 for 
individuals, and $45.00 for a 
family.

 The membership includes 
invitations to special events, 
t h e s o c i e t y ' s q u a r t e r ly 
newsletter, free guided tour of  
the museum house, and a 
10% discount on gift shop 
items

Looking for the 
Perfect Gift?

White	House	Christmas	Traditions

The 19th century White 
House Christmas celebrations 
were not grand state affairs.  
Rather, most First Families 
decorated the House with 
simple wreaths, garlands, 
a n d o r n a m e n t s , a n d 
celebrated as a family.  There 
were exceptions:

The first family White 
House Christmas party was 
hosted by President John 
Adams and First Lady Abigail 
A d a m s , f o r t h e i r 
granddaughter, in December 
o f 1800.  Government 
officials and their 
children were invited.

P r e s i d e n t A n d r e w 
Jackson held a “frolic” for the 
children of his household in 
1835.  It was one of the most 
elaborate Christmas parties 
to ever be held in the White 
House.  Activities included 
games, a bountiful dinner, 
danc i ng and an i ndoo r 
snowball fight using specially 
made cotton balls.  The 
cotton ball snowball fight has 
not become a tradition!   

Thereafter, celebrating 
Christmas with children’s 
parties depended on the 
presence of young children 
and grandchildren in the 
White House and whether or 
n o t t h e Fam i l y wa s i n 
residence during the season.

During the Christmas 
holiday in 1889, President 
Benjamin Harrison was the 
first president to set up an 
indoor public Christmas tree 
for White House visitors to 
enjoy.  It was decorated with 
ornaments and candles.

P r e s i d e n t G r o v e r 
Cleveland’s family was the 
first to place a Christmas tree 
in the Second Floor Oval 
Room in the year 1894.  It 
was decorated with the first 
set of electric light bulbs in 
the country’s colors of red, 
white and blue.

 The twentieth century 
brought some new ideas:

As a conservationist, 
President Theodore Roosevelt 
did not believe in cutting 
trees down for the Christmas 
holiday, so he and First Lady 
Edith Roosevelt hosted a 
carnival for 500 children 
which featured games, food, 
souvenirs and a special treat:  
ice cream in the shape of 
Santa Claus.  This carnival 
began the tradition of many 
t y p e s o f c h i l d r e n ’ s 
celebrations at the White 
House.

President William H. 
Taft placed a Christmas tree 
in the Blue Room for the first 
time in 1912. Today, the 
Christmas tree in the Blue 
Room is the nation’s official 
Christmas tree.

In 1923, Pres ident 
Calvin Coolidge lit the first 
National Christmas Tree on 
the grounds of the White 
House. The balsam fir was 
harvested in Coolidge’s home 
state of Vermont and was 48 
feet tall.  This first White 
H o u s e “ c o m m u n i t y ” 
C h r i s t m a s T r e e w a s 
decorated with electric lights 
in strands of 2,500 red, 
white, and green bulbs.  

Cont'd On Next Page
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Special Exhibit

White	House	Christmas	Traditions Cont'd

Ca l v i n Coo l i d g e ’s 
“inauguration” of the first 
outdoor National Christmas 
Tree initiated a tradition 
that has been repeated with 
e v e r y s u c c e e d i n g 
administration.  In 1981, 
President Ronald Reagan 
began another custom by 
authorizing the first official 
White House Ornament, 
copies of which were made 
available for purchase.  This 
custom continues today.

1929 found First Lady 
L o u H e n r y H o o v e r 
oversee ing the annua l 
decorating of White House 
indoor Christmas Tree.  
From that date to present, 
every first lady’s duties 
include trimming the official 
Christmas Tree, the National 
C h r i s t m a s Tr e e , a n d 
decorating the White House. 

President Dwight E. 
Eisenhower and First Lady 
Mamie Eisenhower placed a 
total of 26 Christmas trees 

on every floor of the White 
House in 1959.   This was 
the first time that the House 
had more than 2 Christmas 
trees.

First Lady Jacqueline 
Kennedy began the tradition 
of a theme for the official 
White House Christmas 
Tree.  The year was 1961 
and the first Christmas 
theme for decorations was 
the Nutcracker Suite ballet.  
Since the 1960’s a White 
House Christmas theme has 
become a beloved tradition.

T h e N a t i o n a l 
Christmas Tree Association 
has held an official White 
House Ch r i s tmas Tree 
competit ion for the 50 
states every year since 
1966.  Being named the 
National Champion and 
having your state’s tree in 
the White House Blue Room 
is a major achievement and 
honor.

Craig McCord:  Fine Art 
Landscape Photography In 

Black and White

Exhibit hours are Fridays from 
1:00pm to 6:00pm and Saturdays 
from 1:00 to 5:00pm.  

Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday by appointment. 

Exhibit is closed Nov 23 and 24
Wine and cheese reception on 
Saturday, December 1 at 5:30 
pm to 7:30 pm

Award winning photographer 
Craig McCord concentrates on 
fine art landscape photography.  
His interest in photography 
started in the early 1970’s while 
serving in the Air Force. 
Selections of Craig’s work reside 
in commercial and pr ivate 
collections in several states and 
throughout Missouri.  The 
National Park Service selected 
Craig’s images of the Ozark 
National Scenic Riverways to 
highlight their celebration of the 
Park Sys tem’s cen tenn ia l 
celebration in 2016. 
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Please Note!!

The ANNUAL 
CHRISTMAS 

CANDLELIGHT TOUR 
2018

has been cancelled.
 

 

1. 	 For	 Christmas	 dinner	 1865,	
turkeys	 sold	 at	 23¢	 a	 pound;	
prime	 beef	 brought	 35¢	 a	
pound	as	a	 result	of	 the	Civil	
War?

2. Before	 the	 Civil	 War,	 the	
southern	 states	 of	 Kentucky,	
Tennessee,	 Virginia,	 and	
North	 Carolina	 provided	
nearly	 75%	 	 of	 western	
Missouri’s	population?

3. A	 “clutch	 ball”	 was	 a	 fabric	
ball	of	many	pieces,	 soft,	and	
the	 perfect	 shape	 for	 an	
infant	to	grab	and	hold?

4. In	 1898,	 Guam	 became	 the	
;irst	U.S.	overseas	territory?

5. Elias	 Howe	 invented	 the	
; i r s t 	 Ame r i c a n 	 s ew i n g	
machine	in	1846?

6. The	 ;irst	 steamship	 to	 cross	
the	 Atlantic	 Ocean	 between	
North	 America	 and	 Europe	
was	the	SS	Savannah	in	1819?

7. John	 Harris	 Behan,	 grandson	
of	 John	 and	 Henrietta	 Harris	
was	Sheriff	of	Cochise	County,	
Arizona	 Territory,	 during	 the	
gun;ight	at	the	O.K.	corral?

8. The	 largest	 snowfall	 from	 a	
s i ng l e	 s to rm	 i n	 Nor th	
America	 happened	 in	 1959	
when	189	inches	of	snow	fell	
on	Mount	Shasta,	California?

9. The	 Morgan	 horse	is	 one	 of	
the	 earliest	 horse	 breeds	
developed	 in	 the	 United	
States?

10. In	 1875,	 Louis	 Prang,	 a	
Prussian	 immigrant	 with	 a	
print	 shop	 near	 Boston,	
created	 the	 ;irst	 Christmas	
card	in	the	United	States?

 Did You Know?

THE WHS and The 1855 Harris-Kearney 
House wish you and your loved ones a    

wonderful 2018 Holiday Season!
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WHS 2019 
Membership 

Levels

I ND I V I DUAL 	
M emb e r s h i p 	 $ 4 0

FAM ILY 	 	 	
M embe r s h i p 	 $ 50

PATRON 	
M emb e r s h i p 	 $ 1 2 5

BU S I N E S S 	
M emb e r s h i p 	 $ 1 5 0

S PON SOR 	
M emb e r s h i p 	 $ 3 0 0

L I FET IME 	
Membe r s h i p 	 $ 800

The 1855 Harris-Kearney House Museum will close 
for the 2018 season on Friday, December 21, and 
reopen on Friday, March 8, 2019.  The House 
Museum will be available for group tours and 
meetings in January and February, 2019.  Please 
call 816-561-1821 for a group tour reservation 

Winter House Closing

Dressed for Christmas!
It’s Christmas at the 1855 Harris-Kearney House
Beginning on Friday, November 9, the Harris-
Kearney Mansion will be dressed for Christmas.  
Stop by during the Christmas Season to view the 
historic decorations.  

The evergreens reflect the whim of folk traditions, 
and a Victorian Christmas tree takes center stage 
in the parlor.  Nuts, strings of popcorn, oranges, 
lemons, candies, home-made trinkets, stars, 
angels, and   ribbons and bows adorn the mansion 
to celebrate the holiday.  Call 816-561-1821 or 
912-231-6749 for reservation for group tours. 
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WHS Needs Volunteers!
Do you have a few hours to spare? Do you 
enjoy learning about history and sharing 
what you know?  Would you like to be a part 
of  an Historic House Museum and Historical 
Society?  
  Whether you would like to be a docent 
giving tours or if  you would just like to help 
out at special events such as field trips, ice 
cream socials, or Christmas Candlelight 
Tours — we always welcome folks who 
would like to volunteer!  
  Whatever your skills or talents, we have a 
place for you!   

Westport Historical Society
4000 Baltimore
Kansas City, MO 64111
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Call Alana Smith for more Information about 
volunteering at (816)561-1821 or 

(913)648-0952. 
 


