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Happy Spring to All!

April 1:  Easter

Easter is celebrated by Christians as the day 
Jesus rose from the dead after he was crucified 
two days before on Good Friday.

April 1:  April Fool’s Day

April Fool’s Day also known as All Fool's Day.  It is 
a day for tricks, pranks and jokes. 

April 10:  National Library Workers’ Day

A day set to recognize librarians, support staff 
and others who make library servics possible 
every day in the cities and towns.

April 13:  Thomas Jefferson’s Birthday

This day officially honors the birth of the third 
United States president in 1743. 

April 23:  Confederate Memorial Day

A holiday observed in several Southern states 
since the end of the American Civil War to 
remember the estimated 258,000 Confederate 
soldiers and sailors who died fighting in the 
American Civil War.

April 27:  Arbor Day

The country’s first Arbor Day was started by J. 
Sterling Morton in Nebraska in 1872.  On that 
day, over 1 million trees were planted in across 
Nebraska’s barren prairies.

EASTER BREAKFAST BREAD    

1 pkg. lemon or orange cake mix
2 T. brown sugar

1 tsp. ground cinnamon
1 T. cold butter

½ C. chopped pecans
1 small pkg. instant vanilla 

pudding mix
4 eggs

1 C. sour cream
1/3 C. vegetable oil

1 C. confectioner’s sugar
2-3 T. milk

In a small bowl, combine 2 
tablespoons cake mix, brown 
sugar and cinnamon; cut in 
butter until crumbly.  Stir in 
pecans, set aside.  In a mixing 
bowl, combine pudding mix, 
eggs, sour cream, o i l and 
remaining cake mix.  Beat on 
medium speed for 2 minutes.  
Pour into two greased 8 x 4 x 2 
inch loaf pans.  Sprinkle with the 
pecan mixture.  Bake at 350 
degrees for 45-50 minutes or 
until a toothpick inserted near 
the center comes out clean.  Cool 
in pans for 10 minutes before 
removing.  Combine glaze of 
confectioner’s sugar and milk, 
drizzle over the warm bread.

    Aunt Minerva's Kitchen



They promised me a flower-bed
That truly should be mine,

Out in the garden by the wall
Beneath the Ivy vine.

The box-wood bush would have to stay;
The daily rose bush too;

But for the rest they’d let me plant
Just as I choose to do.

Though not a daffodil was up
The garden smelled of spring,

And in the trees beyond the wall
I heard the blackbirds sing.

I worked there all the afternoon;
The sun shone warm and still;
I set it thick with flower seeds

And roots of daffodil.

And all the while I dug I planned,
That when my flowers grew,

I’d train them in a lovely bower,
And cut a window through;

The visitors who drove from town
Would come out there to see;

Perhaps I’d give them each a bunch
And then how pleased they’d be!

I made my plans—and then fore weeks
Forgot my roots and seeds,

So when I came that way again
They all were choked with weeds

~K. Pyle
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Favorite April Flowers
Step into spring with some trendy and beautiful flowers for 
your home and garden.  Some favorites are:

Peonies, Sweet Peas, Tweedia, Roses, Lily of the Valley, 
Tulip, Freesia, Gardenia, Cymbidium Orchid, Iris, Forsythia
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Questions or Comments?

Please let us know at westporthistorical@gmail.com

You may also unsubscribe from the email newsletter by 
sending email with subject Unsubscribe

Mansion House News

The 1955 Harris-Kearney House story is 
much, much more than a house tour.  Once 
you step through the front door of the 
Mansion House, you are transported to the 

19th century.  When you visit you will gain a 
better understanding of the history and 
culture along the Santa Fe, California, and 
Oregon Trails during Westward Expansion 
and the development of Westport. It would 
not be possible to fully tell the stories of the 
past without the ant iques, or iginal 
furnishings, and artifacts of the Mansion 
House.  

For example, displayed in the parlor is a 
tomahawk which once belonged to the 
famous Shawnee Indian Warrior and Chief, 
Tecumseh (1768-1813). Because of 
Tecumseh’s bravery, political leadership of 
the Indian nation, and his humanitarianism, 
he was admired by both the Americans and 
the British.  Visit the Mansion House and 
see this remarkable piece of our history. 

Spring Cleaning Tips
• To c lean window screens, rub 

kerosene on both sides, and then 
rinse with soap and water.

• The best way to get rid of lime buildup 
around the faucet it is to lay vinegar 
soaked paper towels over the fixture 
and let it set for an hour. The deposits 
will soften and become easier to 
remove.

• Clean lampshades with a lint roller.

• Dampen rubber gloves to remove pet 
hair from furniture.

• Sanitize and disinfect mattress pad, 
mattress, and box springs with a 
disinfectant spray.  Let dry before 
replacing and adding clean sheets.

• To de-stink your dishwasher and keep 
it sweet smelling, clean the filter with 
mild soap and water, plus run a cycle 
with a machine cleaner once a month.

• Keep your broom head clean by 
washing it with hot soapy water, 
rinsing and drying before next use.

• Run lemon rinds and ice cubes 
through your garbage disposal to get 



The Westport Historical Society is looking for:

-Education Director
-Board Members
-Volunteers

If interested or would like more information, 
please email Alana Smith 

westporthistorical@gmail.com
or call (913) 648-0952


